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no proper village accounts, and village accountants were only employed for eight months in the year. The few accounts they kept were looked at only when they were required to substantiate or refute any complaint that might be made. The village revenue peons (Jiavalddr and mdl-japti) had only small cash pay, but received perquisites from the ryots' grain heaps. In the village expenses account (gam-Jcharch) entries were permitted for provisions supplied to religious mendicants, Government servants, Grassias and their Telotes or agents, and miscellaneous expenses, such as donations to the same classes on leaving the village, apparently without any check or supervision. In 1828 substantial reform was inaugurated by the appointment of men brought down from Northern Gujarat as village accountants on annual cash salaries, and of village revenue peons similarly paid and forbidden to levy anything from the ryots. The hereditary district officers and Grassias, who had been in the habit of levying their dues direct from the villagers, were paid from the Treasury, and thus deprived of their opportunities for harassing the ryots. All village records were examined under the superintendence of the hereditary district officers, to ascertain the custom of each village. Where there was no register of land, or where accounts were withheld, a survey was made of them. The village accountants were directed to prepare regularly numbered field registers (numbervdr kJiardu), and open an account with each ryot showing the demands of Government against him, and his payments: other accounts were ordered to be prepared containing all "village information useful for revenue purposes. This was carried out in spite of the efforts made by interested parties to thwart the inquiries. Reform was introduced in the danyar ttivji assessment, already described, by the settlement being made according to area of cultivation instead of the old estimates of crop produce; and although some inequality of assessment still remained in consequence of the uncertain value of produce, the ryots were well satisfied with the change. The allowance for village expenses (fjtim-lcliarcJi) was also settled, only really necessary it/cms being contained, and indl-japiin (peons to watch gram-stores) gradually got rid of by the abolition of the Jchali system of wtoring crops till the revenue was paid, as the ryots began to understand the